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THE MARK NEWS WELCOMES A BATCH OF NEW AND NOTABLE 
CANADIAN CONTRIBUTORS 

 
David Eaves, Gordon Walker, Hal Niedzviecki, Janice Gross Stein, Robert Rainer, 
Samantha Nutt, Shauna Sylvester and Saeed Rahnema become contributors to The 

Mark News, Canada's online forum for news commentary and debate.  
 

Toronto, ON-- The Mark News, Canada's daily online forum for news, commentary and debate, is 
pleased to welcome a new group of talented Canadians as contributors.  
 
 “We're delighted to welcome these new contributors to our team,” says Jeff Anders, CEO of The Mark 

News. “Each one will bring profound and fascinating expertise and experience to the table, adding 
considerable depth to our already diverse group of notable contributors.” 

 
The Mark recruits contributors using two criteria: professional credibility and a connection to Canada. 
The Mark does not select contributors based on how they vote, where they live, or what language they 
prefer, and certainly doesn't dictate what they write. The result is a community of thinkers and doers 
that reflects all points of view on politics, business, science and technology, and the arts. Though The 
Mark encourages contributors to express their bias, The Mark is not anchored to any one ideology 
itself, following the motto“You think, we curate.” 
 
Mr. David Eaves is an expert in collaboration, negotiation, technology, public policy and public sector 
renewal. He serves as a Fellow at the Centre for the Study of Democracy at Queen's University. In this 
capacity he serves as a policy adviser, commentator, blogger and frequent speaker to students, 
academics, policymakers and executives. 
 
Mr. Gordon Walker has spent a lifetime in the political world--involved with elected office at 
municipal and provincial levels a total of 18 years. Called to the Bar in 1969 in Ontario, he opened his 
own law practice in London. Though no longer an active partner, he is Honorary Counsel, and the firm 
continues with the same name it has had since 1972, Walker and Wood.  
 
Mr. Hal Niedzviecki is a writer, culture commentator, and editor whose work challenges 
preconceptions and confronts readers with the offenses of everyday life. He is the author of six books 
including the novel The Program (2005) and the nonfiction book The Peep Diaries (2009). He is the 
current fiction editor and the founder of Broken Pencil, the magazine of zine culture and the 
independent arts. His writing has appeared in newspapers, periodicals, and journals across the world 
including the New York Times Magazine, Playboy, the Utne Reader, The Globe and Mail, National 
Post, Toronto Life, Walrus, Geist, and This Magazine.  
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Dr. Janice Gross Stein is the Belzberg Professor of conflict management in the Department of Political 
Science and the Director of the Munk Centre for International Studies, University of Toronto. She is a 
Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada and an Honorary Foreign Member of the American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences. Her most recent publications include: Networks of Knowledge: Innovation in 
International Learning (2000), The Cult of Efficiency (2001), Street Protests and Fantasy Parks (2001) 
and Canada by Mondrian (2006).  
 
Mr. Robert Rainer has since November 2006 been the Executive Director of Canada Without Poverty. 
An environmental and social justice activist since 1986, his work has spanned local, regional, national 
and international levels. He is a Fellow of the international Leadership for Environment and 
Development (LEAD) network, to which he has belonged since 1997.  
 

Dr. Samantha Nutt is a medical doctor with more than 13 years of experience working in war zones. 
Committed to peace, human rights and social justice, her ambition has always been to help war-
affected women and children. She has worked in some of the world's most violent flashpoints with War 
Child Canada, the United Nations and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in Iraq, Afghanistan, 
The Democratic Republic of Congo, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Burundi, northern Uganda, 
Ethiopia and the Thai-Burmese border. Over the course of her professional career and as the Founder 
and Executive Director of War Child Canada, she has spearheaded efforts to provide direct 
humanitarian support and longterm programming to war-affected children and their families, and to 
promote greater awareness in Canada concerning the rights of children everywhere.  

 
Ms. Shauna Sylvester is a Fellow at the Morris J. Wosk Centre for Dialogue at Simon Fraser University 
(SFU) and the Director of Canada’s World, a national citizens’ dialogue on Canadian international 
policy. Prior to developing Canada’s World, she Co-Founded and served as the first Executive Director 
of the Institute for Media, Policy and Civil Society (IMPACS), a charitable organization devoted to 
strengthening democracy by increasing the voice and profile of civil society and advancing media 
freedom internationally. During her tenure, IMPACS grew from its humble base in Vancouver’s 
Downtown Eastside to an international organization with programs in Nepal, Sri Lanka, the Middle 
East, Cambodia, Haiti, and Guyana.  
 
Dr. Saeed Rahnema is professor of political science at York University. He has served as the Director 
of the School of Public Policy and Administration, and Coordinator of the political science program at 
Atkinson Faculty, School of Social Sciences, at York Univerity. Before joining York University, he 
was an Associate Professor in the School of policy studies at Queen’s University. In his homeland Iran, 
he taught and worked as a member of the executive of the Industrial Management Institute in Tehran. 
He has served as a Senior Officer of the UNDP, Director of the Middle East Economic Association 
(MEEA), Editor of the MEEA Newsletter, and an editorial board member of several journals. He is a 
frequent commentator on Canadian and international media on the issues of the Middle East and Islam, 
Human Rights, and Left and Labour Movement, and has published several books and numerous articles 
in English and Farsi.  
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ABOUT THE MARK  
The Mark is Canada's daily online forum for news commentary and debate. It is founded on the idea that 
thousands of credible Canadians, here and abroad, have important things to say but cannot reach a national 
audience. For these Canadians, The Mark is their platform. The Mark is unique in that its content is written by a 
hand-picked community of experts and not by journalists or professional writers. It publishes high-quality 
original written, audio and video content for distribution through the web, print, radio, television and live events.  
 
For More Information, Please Contact:  
Maria Cortellucci, Marketing Director 
mariac@themarknews.com 


